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His Sexual Harassment vs. Her Sexual Harassment:

Gendered Construction of Sexual Harassment

Abstract

This study employed discourse analysis to examine the social construction of sexual harassment among
university students and employees in Taiwan. This study conducted 18 focus groups to gather discursive data on the
definition, naming/recognition, attribution, and impact of sexual harassment. The analysis reveals that, although men and
women share similar definition and recognition of sexual harassment, the discourse for naming, attributing, trauma
and coping of sexual harassment is a gendered construction, which tend to reproduce patriarchal ideology and oppress
women’s agency in responding to sexual harassment. Implications for case counseling, research strategies, and social

intervention of sexual harassment in Taiwan are discussed.

Key words: sexual harassment, gendered construction, discourse analysis
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